[Intracerebroventricular morphine therapy. Apropos of 79 patients].
The authors report their experience in the treatment of 79 patients suffering from intractable cancer pain with intra-cerebro-ventricular morphine. They obtain a long-lasting analgesia (34.2 hours at the beginning of treatment and 27.9 hours at the end; mean follow-up of 65 days) with a very low daily morphine consumption. The results obtained, good and very good in 95% of the cases, could be explained by patients' selection criteria and quality of the follow-up (prospective sheet given to the patients, regular phone calls and consultations in the pain clinic). The authors discuss the indications of this technique in relation with other neurosurgical procedures, taking into account the neurophysiological mechanism of action of morphine.